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Agenda

Definitions and Aids

My Christianjoumeg

Science and Christian belief

Gods law verses The new Civic religion) Humanism

My Take on what’s going on




We need some definitions - 1

Why’? Because “definitions” can be changecl without you noticing!

» Science (1)- “Science is the Pursuit and application of knowleclge and unclerstancling of the natural and social world

Fo”owinga sgstematic methoo‘ologg based on evidence. ( Science Council)

* Science (2) - rigorous, sgstematic endeavor that builds and organizes knowleclge in the form of testable explanations

and Preclictions about the universe (Wi‘dpeclia)

- l:alsiﬁabilitg is the assertion that for any hgpothesis to have credence, it must be inherently clisl:)rovable before it can

become accel:)tecl as a scientific hgpothesis or theorg.

* Scientism- is the oPinion that science and the scientific method are the best or onlg way to render truth about
the world and realitg (Wi|<i bedia)

s Humanism ~ Humanism is a rational Philosophg informed ]:)9 sclence, inspirecl 59 art, and motivated 59 Compassion
holds that values-be theg religious, ethical, social) or Political-have their source in human experience and culture. ..

Humanism 1s: Ajogous alternative to religions that believe in a supernatural gocl and life in a hereafter. ( American

Humanist Association)
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We need some definitions - 2

so we are all on the same “Page”

+ Evolution theorg (https: 1/ Plato.stamcorcl.eclu Jentries/evolution)

s “Descent with modification” (Charles Darwin, On the Origin of the SPecies, he does not mention the term

Evolution)

° [bioiogical evolution] IS change in the Properties of groups of organisms over the course of generations. .

(Douglas l:utugma)

. Abiogenesis - the ’EI’ICOYH that the earliest life forms on earth olevelopecl from nonliving matter (olictionarg.com}

. “Biological evolution and abiogenesis are distinct branches of science, although theg are c|ose|9 related in the

context of a holistic evolutionarg concePtuai framework. The relationshi!o between evolution and abiogenesis

furnishes ProFounol insights into the nature of science, a much emphasiseo aspect of modern science

education” (Barencl \/iaarolingerbroek, “Abiogenesis In UPPer 5econclar9 Biologg Curricula”, 11/3/2020)



https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/evolution
http://dictionary.com

We need some definitions - 5,

Whatch out for changing definitions. ..

Spontaneous generation, the hgpothetical process by which |iving organisms develop from nonliving
matter; alSo, the archaic theorg that utilized this process to explain the origjn of life. ... By the 18th
century it had become obvious that 1iglﬂer organisms could not be Proclucecl ]39 nonliving
material...” (Britannica) - dates back to Aristotle ( 384--%22 BC)

Religion = Par‘cicular sgstcm of faith and Worshil:). (Oxxcorcl Dictionarg)
Faith - complete trust or confidence in someone or something (Oxgorcl Dictionary}

Jew ~ In common speech, the word "Jew" is used to refer to all of the P]ﬂgsical and sPiritual

descendants of Jacob/ lsraelj as well as to the Patriarchs Abraham and Isaac and their wives

Philosoplﬂy of science - is a branch of Philosoplﬂy concerned with the foundations, methods, and

implications of science (Wikipeclia)
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Aids for understanding ~ Bible

What we have learned since leaving the JW’s

Most bibles toclag are translations

Nearlg all of the Bibles authors were Jewish

Jesus was Jewish

Unclerstancling how a second templejewisn person thinks nelps In

unclerstancling the Bible in cleptn

| earning some Hebrew) Aramaic and Koine greek can be nell:ncul.
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Aids for understanding - Sclence

Its not what we were taugnt at school!

Tneorg _ “A formal statement of the rules on which a subjec’c of stuclg is based or ideas that are

suggestecl to explain afact or event Or more genera”g an oPinion Cir explanation.” (Cambriclge

Dictionarg)
et a tning that is known or Provecl to be true (Oxmcoml Dictionarg)

“Scientific fact” - an observation that has been confirmed repeatedlg and is accel:)tecl as true (altnougn

its truth is never final) - vocabularg.com

Inductive reasoning~ “Pcople often use inductive reasoning imcormauy N cvergdag situations”.

+ Inductivist Turkeg (see APPendix D)

* The Problem with inductive reasoning is the Probabilitg of your conclusion being correct s very close

to zero, as the turkeg found out... - Nearlg all human scientists use inductive reasoning in science...



http://vocabulary.com

Mg Christianjoumcg

* My kerygma, an engjneers story

. Age 4--14 Roman Catholic.

o 14-40 Jehovahs Witness.

o 40-64 Non-denomination Christian (Free from religious organisations)

*» Atle, a question - How does the “theorg of Evolution” atfect the
Bible?
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Science and Christian belief - 1

AN hlgh regarcl for science is seen as a modern religion, Plaginga similar role to that Plaged bﬂ

Christianitg In E:uropc in earlier eras..” (AF Chalmers, What is this thing called science, introduction, xxii)

“We will also find that a strong case can be made for the claim that scientific knowle&ge can be neither

Conclusivelg Provecl OF conclusivelg clisprovecl by reference to the facts, even if the availabi ity of those

facts is assumed” (AF Chalmers, What is this thing called science, introduction)
Therefore you need FAITH to believe in scientific knowlecﬂge. ~ |s this what you were taugl’wt at school?
How can one test it a theorg is based on real science or Pseuclo~science?

s “Inso far as a scientific statement speaks about realitg, it must be falsifiable; and in so far as it is not

falsiiable, it does not sPeak about realitg” (Karl] POPPer, The |ogic of Scientific Discovery; page 314)

For more into look at the “Philosol:)hg of science”




B

Evolution and Christian belief - 1

(@

Evolution theorg” does not discuss how life started... That theorg is called abiogenesis _ therefore no

contlict with the Bible creation account

Statistical Thermodgnamics shows the the Probabilitg of chemica precursors like amino acids or

simple [:)roteins needed for life Formiﬂg ranclom|9 is very, very small - Abiogenesis of a single cell bg

random nature is VBS’EIH improbable.
+ Therefore life must have been created...

Don’t fall for “closed sgstem” verses “oPen sgstem” thermodynamic arguments that Statistical

Thermoclgnamics Prosabilities don’t applg. Chemical ‘.iﬂgineers sometimes treat the local environment

as a “closed sgstem” for Practical purposes and the math still works!

Sir Julian Huxleg (Evolutionist) sees “humanism’” as intrinsica”g linked to Evolution (see APPCﬂAiX B)




Gods law verses the new civic reiigion)

Humanism

an do we have a conscience that gi\/es s ABSOIL LITE concel:)ts of rigiit and wrong aiong with a sense orjustice? = g

absolute morals. - No real answer to the question of conscience from Evolution tneorg or Humanism/Scientism

Humanists (see APPendix C} o are People who form their views on moral issues tnrougn gatnering evidence. ... Humanists,
nowe\/er, share an understanding that our world is best understood tnrougn science, observation and rational enquirg. ol

Humanism Scotland Justice ﬂger

» Science can not understand realit9 icuilg as shown earlier, 50 one needs faith in science for humanism 1!

- .rignts and wrongs are determined bg objec’tive facts or circumstances, that is, bg the situations in which moral agents have

to decide for the most beneficial course open to choice” (Josepn Fietcner) “Humanist Ethics: the Groundwork,” quoted In
Storer, Humanist Ethics, 255)

+ Relative not absolute morals (Not all humanists follow situation etnics) c.g goocl could be evil in some circumstances?

“ ..Humanists are natura”g committed to socialjustice as a Prerequisite to peace and naPPiness for the greatest number and

see it as a moral icaiiing to stand bg while others are denied their civil and human rigiﬂts. 2 (American humanist association)

* |s this rea”gjustice it its on|9 for the majoritg’? _ Contrast with Matt 18:10-14
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https://www.humanism.scot/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/v6-4430-Justice-HigherN5.pdf

L VI

N i e

What does the bible say’

» For what can be known about God is Pcmcectlg Plain to them, since God has made it Plain to them ever

since the creation of the world, the invisible existence of God and his cverlasting power have been

clear|9 seen bﬂ the mind’s uncJerstanchng of created things. ...” Romans 1:19-20 New Je

rusalem Bible

s “Woe to those who call evil goocl and goocl evil, who put darkness for light and Iiglﬁt for darkness,

who Put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter (lsaiah 5:20)

~

o ...Whatdo you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gOes astrag, will

the ninetg—-nine on the hills and gooutto search for the one that is lost? And it he finc

ne not leave

s it trulg | tell

you, he rejoices more over that one sheep than over the ninetg-nine that did not go astray. In the

same way, your F‘a’c]ﬂer in heaven is not wi”ing that any of these little ones should Perish. (Matt
18:10-14)
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Mg Take on what’s going on..
~ Recipes for “Cooking the Science”

| ets take an old 2000 year old thcorg called “Spontaneous Generation”, add Darwin, add a “long time

seriod of millions of years”, mix to create a “evolutionarg concePtual framework” and teach it as “Evolution”.

| ets take Gods ground breaking moral laws e the Ten Commanclments, Toral‘\) wait approx. 5500 years, say

God does not exist, so humans invented his Gods own laws and call it Humanism. ..

As an engjncer) one knows you can't get “something from nothing“ without cloing some’ming. - (unless you

redefine the definitions of the words “some’tlﬁing” Ailc “nothing” as tl’1€9 do in quantum ’meorg} - The c]uestion

then becomes, who is the doer?

s We know who the “doer” is : his name is Yahwel’\, the one whose name means “He Brings into Existence

Whatever Exists’

s my word not like fire, Yahweh demands, is it not like a hammer shatteringa rock? (Jer 23:29)
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Appendix A - AF Chalmers & Karl Popper

D

“In so far as a scientific statement speaks about reali’tg, it must be falsifiable; and in so far as

it 1s not Falsiﬁable, it does not speak about rcalitg” (Popper, The logic of Scientific

Discovery; page 314)

“We wil

also ﬁncl that a strong case can be macle For the C

aim that scientific knowleclge can

be neit!

ner conclusi\/elg l:)rovecl or conclusivelg clisprovecl |

¥ reference to the facts, even if

the availabili‘@ of those facts is assumed” (AF Chalmers, What is this thing called science,

introduction, xxi)

A high regard for science is seen as a modern religion, Plaging a similar role to that Plagecl

bﬂ Christianity i3 |

introduction, xxif)

'f:urol:)e in earlier eras..” (AF Chalmers, What is this thing called science,
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Appendix B - Humanism/Scientism & Evolution

* “Spontaneous generation, the l’)gpot]’xetical process bg which |iving organisms clevelop from
nonliving matter; also, the archaic t]ﬁeorg that utilized this process to explain the origjn oflife. ...
By the 18th century it had become obvious that l’]ig]ﬁer organisms could not be Producecl bﬂ
nonliving material...” (Britannica) - dates back to Aristotle (384-322 BC)

s “This new iclea~595tem, whose birth we of the mid-twentieth century are witnessing, | shall simplg

call Humanism, because it can onl9 be based on our unclerstancling of man and his relations with

the rest of his environment. It must be focused on man as an organism, tlﬁouglﬁ one with unique
‘z Properties. It must be organizecl round the facts and ideas of e\/olution, taking account of the

discovery that man is part of a comprelﬁensive evolutionary process, and cannot avoid Playinga

decisive role in it.” (Sir Julian Huxleg, his antl’)ologg, The Humanist Frame)
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APPendix C -~ Humanism

o “The classroom must and will become an arena of conflict

between the old and the new - the rotting corpse of Christianitg,
together with all its adjacent evils and misery, and the new faith
of humanism, resplenclent in its Promise of a world in which the
never-realised Christian idea of “love thg neighbour” will ﬁna“g
be achieved” (Uohn Dunphg, The humanist, Jan/Feb 1983 P 26)
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APPendix D - Inductivist Turkeg

o The turkey found thatj on his first morning at the turkeg farm. he was fed at 9 a.m. Being a
goocl inductivist turkeg he did notjuml:) to conclusions. He waited until he collected a large

number of observations that he was fed at dam. and made these observations under a wide

range of circumstances, on Wednesdags) on Thursclaya on cold clays, on warm days. Fach

clag he added another observation statement to his list. Fina”g he was satisfied that he had

collected a number of observation statements to incluctivelg infer that “l am alwags fed at 9

am

« However on the moming of Christmas eve he was not fed but instead had his throat cut!

* The Problem with inductive reasoning is the Probability of your conclusion being correct is

very close to 7ze10.




